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New National Child Safety Campaign is Launched to Mark 
25th National Missing Children’s Day

Children’s Actions Enable them to Escape in More than 50 Percent of Attempted Abductions
Alexandria, VA - May 1, 2007 - A new national child safety campaign was launched today by the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC).  The new campaign, “Take 25,” encourages families to take 25 minutes to talk with their children about safety and abduction prevention.  A new website, www.Take25.org, has been established for the campaign that provides twenty-five safety tips and other information for parents, guardians, educators, and the public.  

Every year in America an estimated 800,000 children are reported missing, more than 2,000 children each day. Of that number, 200,000 are abducted by family members, and 58,000 are abducted by non-family members, the primary motive for which is sexual.  Each year 115 children are the victims of the most serious abductions and are taken by non-family members and either murdered, ransomed or taken with the intent to keep.  An analysis of attempted abduction cases by NCMEC found that in 56% of the cases, the child escaped would-be abductors by yelling, kicking, pulling away, running away or attracting attention.   

May 25 has been observed as National Missing Children’s Day since it was first proclaimed by President Ronald Reagan in 1983. This year will be the 25th National Missing Children’s Day. The new “Take 25” campaign will help parents and others teach children to be alert to potential threats and provide simple preventive steps that children can take to stay safe.  

“We know that teaching children about safety works. It is important that parents and others take the time to talk to their children about these issues. The new campaign is designed to provide information to make it easy for parents and others to teach their children about safety,” said Ernie Allen, President and CEO of NCMEC. “There is no better way to mark the 25th Missing Children’s Day than to launch an initiative designed to empower children and help keep them safe.”
More than 100 local and national organizations and more than 100 US cities throughout the country have partnered with NCMEC on the new safety campaign.  It is a major grassroots initiative that will include hundreds of events in communities all across America throughout the month of May.  Farmers Insurance is the corporate sponsor for the “Take 25” campaign and has generously underwritten the cost to design and print campaign materials.       

 “I am extremely proud of the work the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children does and the role Farmers plays in supporting this organization,” said Eric Rizzo, Assistant Vice President of Government Affairs at Farmers. “In working together to promote the Take 25 campaign, the Farmers family hopes to see that children remain where they belong – safe and at home.” 

-more-
National partners in this initiative include the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, U.S. Conference of Mayors,  U. S. Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. House of Representatives Missing & Exploited Children’s Caucus, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association, Fraternal Order of Police, International Association for the Leisure & Entertainment Industry, Internet Crimes Against Children Task Forces, iVillage, Minor League Baseball, National Association of Black County Officials, National Association of Counties, National Association of Hispanic Firefighters, National Association of School Resource Officers, National Education Association-Health Information Network, National Latino Peace Officers Association, National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, National Parent Teacher Association, U.S. Secret Service, Sports Camp Federation, Team Hope, and Youth Service America.

"You take 25 minutes to watch your favorite television show, you should take 25 minutes to talk to your children about safety," said Regina B. Schofield, Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Justice Programs and national AMBER Alert coordinator. "The Department of Justice is proud to partner with NCMEC and other organizations in support of the Take 25 initiative."

About the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC)

NCMEC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that works in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. NCMEC's congressionally mandated CyberTipline, a reporting mechanism for child sexual exploitation, has handled more than 441,900 leads. Since its establishment in 1984, NCMEC has assisted law enforcement with more than 127,700 missing child cases, resulting in the recovery of more than 110,200 children. For more information about NCMEC, call its toll-free, 24-hour hotline at 1-800-THE-LOST or visit its web site at www.missingkids.com.

About Farmers Insurance

Farmers Insurance Group of Companies(R) is the nation's fourth-largest Personal Lines Property & Casualty insurance group. Headquartered in Los Angeles and doing business in 41 states, insurers comprising the Farmers Insurance Group of Companies provide Homeowners, Auto, Business, Life insurance and financial services more than 15 million households through 48,000 exclusive and independent agents and district managers. Through support of the March of Dimes, the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, award-winning educational programs provided free to schools as well as other safety, civic and arts organizations, Farmers is committed to making a difference in the communities where its agents, employees and customers live and work. For more information about Farmers, visit www.farmers.com.        

###

25 Ways to Make Kids Safer
AT HOME
1. Teach your children their full names, address, and home phone number. Make sure they know your name.

2.  Make sure your children know how to reach you at work or on your cell phone. 

3.  Teach your children how and when to use 911. 

4.  Make sure your children have a trusted adult to call if they’re scared or have an emergency. 

5.  Instruct children to keep the door locked and not open the door to talk to anyone when they are home alone. 

Set rules with your children about having visitors over when you’re not home and how to answer the telephone. 

6.  Choose babysitters with care. Obtain references from family, friends, and neighbors. Once you have chosen the caregiver, drop in unexpectedly to see how your children are doing. Ask children how the experience with the caregiver was, and listen carefully to their responses. 

ON THE NET

7. Learn about the Internet. The more you know about how the Web works, the better prepared you are to teach your children about potential risks. 

8.  Place the family computer in a common area, rather than a child’s bedroom. Also, monitor their time spent online, and the websites they’ve visited. 

9. Use privacy settings on social networking sites to limit contact with unknown users. 

10. Make sure screen names don’t reveal too much about your children.  

AT SCHOOL

11. Don’t display your children’s names on clothing, backpacks, lunch boxes or bicycle license plates. When children’s names are visible, it may put them on a first-name basis with someone who means them harm.

12. Remind kids to take a friend whenever they walk or bike to school. 

13. Walk the route to and from school with your children, pointing out landmarks and safe places to go if they’re being followed or need help. If your children ride a bus, visit the bus stop with them to make sure they know which bus to take. 

OUT AND ABOUT

14. Take your children on a walking tour of the neighborhood and tell them whose homes they may visit without you. Tell your children to get you if they come across a dangerous object or situation. 

16. Teach your children to ask your permission before leaving home. 

17. Remind your children not to walk or play alone outside. 

18. Teach your children not to approach any vehicle, occupied or not, unless they know the owner and are accompanied by a trusted adult. 

19. Remind your children it’s OK to say NO to anything that makes them feel scared, uncomfortable, or confused. 

20. Explain to your children not to go near pools or other bodies of water without adult supervision. All pools your children attend should have a visible lifeguard on duty. If you have a pool at home, establish appropriate swimming hours and supervision. 

21. Set up “what if” situations and ask your children how they would respond. “What if you fell off your bike and you needed help? Whom would you ask?” 

22. During family outings, establish a central, easy-to-locate spot to meet for check-ins or should you get separated.

23. Teach your children to check in with you if there is a change of plans. 

24. Teach your children how to locate help at theme parks, sports stadiums, shopping malls, and other public places. Also, identify those people who are safe to ask for help, such as law enforcement, security guards, and store clerks with name tags.

25. Practice safety skills so that they become second nature to your children. While you don’t want to scare your children, it is important to make sure they are aware of potential dangers, so that they can be prepared to avoid them, or confidently deal with them as they happen. 
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